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Case report:
Rehabilitation of Hemi-maxillectomy Defect by Maxillary Hollow Obturator
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Abstract:
Prosthodontic rehabilitation of congenital or acquired maxillofacial defects is always a challenging clinical scenario. These defects pose a major physiological and psychological threat not only to the patients, but to the entire family. A multidisciplinary team approach, thorough investigation, long term follow up, proper counseling and sympathetic attitude may help to bring these suffering patients back to normal life stream. This case reports  defects in the maxilla associated with oro-antral    and     oronasal     communications which affected the patient’s   function   and esthetics leading to emotional imbalance.  Palatal obturator  is the only substitute  which  covers the defect  and contributes  to normal speech. It eliminates hypernasality and improves the communication. It is difficult to provide desired retention and stability due to the surgical defect. In the present case, surgical removal of part of the palate made the labial and buccal mucosa more stretched and fibrous, thus limited the potential to use features which otherwise help in retention and stability of denture.
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